
A Light in the Earth 
 Mystery School of Ancestral Celtic Wisdom 

Caéd míle fáilte: A hundred thousand welcomes to you, and thank you for 
your interest in A Light in the Earth: Mystery School of Ancestral Celtic 
Wisdom.  

As you’ve no doubt already gathered, the Mystery School cohort is an 
intimate and intensive community of learning and spiritual practice, and to 

fruitfully walk this immersive path of formation requires psychological and spiritual openness, as 
well as a degree of emotional health, internal cohesion, and spiritual maturity. The work of this 
course should be approached in such a way that one is prepared to tend to one’s own interior 
processes (whatever that entails), is open to receive what Spirit intends at this stage of the 
journey, and is ready to be shaped and changed at the existential levels of psyche, heart, and soul. 

For this reason, A Light in the Earth requires those interested in walking this journey to undergo 
an initial discernment and application process, described below. 

Students entering into this course should be open-hearted and ready for an experience of genuine 
archaic wisdom. This readiness might be summarily described through the following traits, 
which all applicants should exhibit: 

1) A genuine curiosity about, interest in, and openness to archaic worldview elements, such as 
animism (the experience of all things in the natural world as ensouled), and a readiness to engage 
such elements experientially; 
2) A willingness to work with ancestral and other spiritual realities normally not accessed or even 
considered in dominant Western cultures; 
3) An ability and a desire to listen deeply; 
4) A quality of self-discipline and the ability to take initiative on one’s own, or to ‘self-start’; 
5) The ability and willingness to meet one’s end of the course agreement, including financial, 
social, ethical, and spiritual commitments; 
6) A desire and willingness to be challenged, at every level of being; 
7) A desire and willingness to challenge the established and accepted, normative ideas and 
assumptions of the dominant culture in and by which one has been reared and conditioned, and 
to shed those ideas, assumptions, and conditionings in order to access and learn to embody 
something more whole, more life-giving, more sustainable, and more human. 

Application Process 

Those interested in this immersive, communal formation experience are asked to first fill out and 
return the application form below. Once the application form is received, and the waiver is 



signed for the final initiatory retreat, the applicant will have a conversation with Brendan, the 
program’s founder and instructor. If after this conversation both Brendan and the applicant feel 
that the program will be a good fit for them, then an offer of admission will be made. Once the 
offer of admission is made, a non-refundable deposit of $510.00, covering the first two months 
of coursework, will be collected and the applicant will receive a formal letter of welcome to the 
Mystery School. They will then be considered a Candidate for formation and initiation. 

A Brief Note on Ancestry, Racism, and Cultural Appropriation 

This journey of formation is, in part, aimed at facilitating deep experiences that will allow folk in 
the contemporary Western world—particularly those with native European ancestry—to re-
access and reclaim their own indigenous traditions. Implicit in this is a strong movement away 
from the unethical and crypto-colonialist appropriation of the indigenous cultures of other people 
groups by people of European descent. That being said, this course of study is open—just as 
ancient Celtic cultures seem to have been—to anyone of any racial and cultural background who 
feels called at a soul level to this work. 

The Otherworld realities accessed through deep soul work are vast and complex, and the 
relationships that souls may have to particular cultural traditions (potentially over many different 
lifetimes, and in a variety of forms) transcend the very temporary, embodied realities of race, 
gender, cultural background, sexual orientation, etc. Being of Celtic ancestry—or even of 
European ancestry, more broadly—is thus in no way a requirement for participating in this 
immersive spiritual formation experience, and nor will any form of exclusion, bigotry, racism, or 
other patterns of egoic, dominator cultural illness be allowed to occupy space of presence in this 
community of learning and practice. Whoever you are and from wherever you hail, if your soul 
is called to this work, you are most welcome! 

Course Costs 

The cost for this seven-month immersive experience is: $255.00 per month ($1,785.00 in total, 
to be paid in monthly installments of $255.00, automatically withdrawn each month via PayPal, 
at a date of your choosing). (Note: Automatic monthly withdrawals in small amounts is offered 
for your convenience; however, if for some reason you’d rather pay in one or two larger 
installments, that can be arranged for.) 

Included in the total cost of the course: All materials used in the in-person training and formation 
activities; all teaching, ritual, and other elements of the in-person communal formation sessions; 
special materials for final initiatory experience; all curriculum and original written teachings and 
reflections, created by Brendan Ellis Williams; ongoing guidance and regular check-ins with 
Brendan throughout the course. 



Not included in the total cost of the course: Required texts; lodging and food (for those traveling 
from outside the Colorado Springs area); lodging for May initiatory retreat (applicable to all 
students), estimated cost of which is $180.00 per person. 

Curriculum and Course Requirements 

Note: This curriculum is subject to change, as Spirit guides, and as circumstance and insight may dictate. 

To be invited into initiation at the final retreat, students must have successfully completed all 
required course readings and activities, attended all in-person sessions (excepting a legitimate 
emergency or a valid circumstance agreed upon in advance with the instructor), shown real 
engagement with the materials and sacred practices, and successfully demonstrated the necessary 
spiritual growth and integration within the established community of learning and praxis. 

Samhain (Oct. 30th - Nov. 1st, 2019):  

 Opening Ritual & Invocation 
 Course Introduction & Orientation 
 Teaching Session & Discussion: Beginning in the West, Beginning with Night 
 Creative Response Session 
 Wilderness Spirit Walk 
 Fireside Storytelling 
 Samhain Ritual 
 Community Building & Fellowship 

November: 

 Reading: To be Announced 
 Guiding Motifs: The Otherworld Veil; The Ancestors; Cauldron of Regeneration 
 Image(s) & Myth(s) Explored: The Red River; An Daghda agus An Mórrígan 
 Plant & Animal Guardians: Raven; Birch 
 Activities & Sacred Practices: To be Announced 

December: 

 Reading: To be Announced 
 Guiding Motifs: Trials of the Northern Road; The Hag of Winter 
 Image(s) & Myth(s) Explored: To be Announced 
 Plant & Animal Guardians: Bear; Juniper 
 Activities & Sacred Practices: To be Announced 

Winter Solstice (Dec. 20th - 22nd, 2019) 



 Solstice Ritual 
 Teaching Session & Discussion: A Light in the Darkness 
 Creative Response & Practical Application Sessions 
 Fireside Storytelling 
 Community Fellowship 

January: 

 Reading: To be Announced 
 Guiding Motifs: Well of Wisdom, Cauldron of Inspiration; Old Woman in the Land 
 Image(s) & Myth(s) Explored: To be Announced 
 Plant & Animal Guardians: Serpent; Aspen 
 Activities & Sacred Practices: To be Announced 

Imbolc (Jan. 30th - Feb. 1st, 2020) 

 Imbolc Ritual & Gaelic Festal Observations (The Brídeog, Bratach Bríd, etc.) 
 Teaching Session & Discussion: Mother of Poets, Smiths & Healers 
 Fireside Storytelling 
 Spiritual Formation Work 
 Community Fellowship 

February: 

 Reading: To be Announced 
 Guiding Motifs: The Three Interior Cauldrons; Protection of the Heart 
 Image(s) & Myth(s) Explored: To be Announced 
 Plant & Animal Guardians: Stag; Alder 
 Activities & Sacred Practices: To be Announced 

March: 

 Reading: To be Announced 
 Guiding Motifs: The Tree of Worlds; Cosmological Pathways 
 Image(s) & Myth(s) Explored: To be Announced 
 Plant & Animal Guardians: Eagle; Oak 
 Activities & Sacred Practices: To be Announced 

Spring Equinox (March 18th - 20th, 2020) 

 Equinox Ritual 
 Teaching Session & Discussion: Guides of the Living Land 



 Creative Response & Practical Application Sessions 
 Wilderness Spirit Walk 
 Fireside Storytelling 
 Community Fellowship 

April: 

 Reading: To be Announced 
 Guiding Motifs: Divine Sovereignty; A Fire in the Head 
 Image(s) & Myth(s) Explored: The Cauldron of Inspiration; Three Drops of Awen 
 Plant & Animal Guardians: Crow; Hawthorn 
 Activities & Sacred Practices: To be Announced 

Beltaine (April 29th - May 2nd, 2020) 

 Spiritual Retreat & Initiation Experience 
 Teaching Session & Discussion: The Perennial Essence of Initiation 
 Fireside Storytelling 
 Closing Ritual, Sharing & Fellowship 

May: 

 Reading: To be Announced 
 Guiding Motifs: A Fire in the Well; The Sage Reborn 
 Image(s) & Myth(s) Explored: To be Announced 
 Plant & Animal Guardians: Salmon; Hazel 
 Activities & Sacred Practices: To be Announced 



A Light in the Earth: Mystery School of Ancestral Celtic Wisdom 

+ Application for Admission + 

Name: 

Email address: 

Street address: 

Phone: 

What about this course of spiritual study and formation seems to be strongly calling you? 

Are you committed to meeting all ethical, spiritual, financial, and communal obligations of this 
Mystery School? 

What concerns or questions do you have about embarking on this formational journey? 

Do you anticipate having to miss any of the in-person meetings during this seven-month course? 
If so, why? (Please note that attendance at all sessions is required to undergo the final initiatory 
stage of this journey, excepting a legitimate emergency or special conditions approved in 
advance by the instructor.) 

continued… 



Please initial, verifying that you understand and agree to each of the following: 

I have read and feel aligned with the core principles and seven necessary traits required for 
enrollment in this community of learning and formation, as contained in the above documents. 

Initials____________ 

I agree to pay the full amount of this course, including a non-refundable deposit of $510.00 due 
immediately upon offer of admission. 

Initials____________ 

If admitted, I agree to sign and uphold a non-disclosure agreement regarding the original content 
of this course of formation, and to honor the spiritual commitment to ‘secrecy’ regarding the 
ancestral Mysteries taught in this traditional Mystery School. 

Initials____________ 

By signing below, you affirm that all the above statements made by you are true, and, should you 
be offered admission, pledge to hold to the commitments required of participation in this 
Mystery School. You also understand that, after the initial interview with Brendan, if admission 
is offered, your non-refundable deposit of $510.00 will be due immediately, to be paid via 
PayPal (the email address to submit payment to will be provided following the admissions 
interview). You will then commit to monthly payments of $255.00, for the remaining five months 
of coursework. You hereby also acknowledge that you will be responsible to pay, in addition to 
the aforementioned cost of tuition, for all required textbooks, for your own lodging, food, and 
any other travel expenses necessary for in-person sessions in Colorado Springs, and for 
accommodations at the final retreat. 

Signature_____________________________________________        Date_________________ 

Please fill out, sign, date, print, and scan this application form and return it by email to: 
brendan.ellis.williams@gmail.com 

May your journey be richly and abundantly blessed. Síocháin agus gach beannacht.


